CODY KNIGHT- EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 2018
Back when the Pine Mountain Trail was being laid out by D. Neal Wickham starting in 1975, the route
he ended up getting approved followed some old Boy Scout trails. The trail sections he used from
Dowdell’s Knob east were first part of this old scout trail from just a couple years earlier (1974) Today
less than two miles of those old trails are part of the main 23 mile Pine Mountain Trail. The start
/entrance to the old Boy Scout trail was at Dowdell’s Knob scenic area. It read
“FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL TRAIL - NATIONAL SCOUT TRAIL”
About 12 years ago I took a photo of the entrance gate way sign for the scout trail off Dowdell’s Knob
(which was falling down) and asked the park manager then (Ronnie Eakins) about the condition of the
gateway as to if maybe it could be redone. Before I could get an answer, the sign for the gateway
“disappeared” and the post were on the ground.

Years past and in 2007 when we were laying out a new access route from the main PMT up to the new
kiosk and parking area at Dowdell’s Knob Trailhead, we ended up using part of the path of the old scout
trail leading off the PMT up to the new kiosk..
The old cedar post shown above are still beside the entrance to the access trail about 50’ up from the
PMT.
In early 2017 Local scout historian Bill Storey (and PMTA member) provided me with information that
the gateway was done for a 1974 Eagle Scout Project. I talked with FDR State Park manager Desmond
Timmons and he agreed, that a gateway reproduction by an Eagle Scout candidate would be a good
project for a scout and the park.

Here is what Bill related : I totally agree with the idea to reproduce the historical sign near its

original location! It should be a documented part of the Pine Mountain Trail history. The
gateway was originally erected in 1974 by Mark Schultz, the Eagle Scout who developed the trail
as his Eagle Project. It marked the trail head that was established by him from behind Roosevelt
Rehab Center in Warm Springs to Dowdell’s Knob. The attachments include a rough map of the
trail, pictures, the Scout’s narrative and an article from the paper. Part of the original trail
follows some of the route of the Pine Mountain Trail today. I feel that Mark’s Eagle Project is
part of the foundation of what later became Neal Wickham’s greater vision. There was a
committee set up at the time of the project to oversee the trail after it was completed. There was
a Ribbon Cutting ceremony when it opened that included Boy Scouts, Scout Leaders and
Community Leaders, as seen in the attached pictures/articles.
So in early 2018 Scout Cody Knight began work on the approved
project. He and his Mom went with Bill Storey and me to Valley
Fir and Redwood and picked out/bought uprights and a “sign board.”
The uprights had to be beveled on the ends and the sign board
engraved then sealed.

While waiting on the engraving, Cody organized two work days to clear the trail paths near the sign site.
There was a LOT of dead trees in the area that had to be cut and hauled off. Cody and his Dad came out
the day before sign install and dug holes for the uprights.

Finally on April 28, Cody was able bring a volunteer crew in and install the sign. But that was not the
end to the project…
.

The next day, Cody along with Bill & I worked to lay stone work around the base of each up right and
install signs noting what the project was about.

Just as we finished the stonework, a group of family, friends and scouts gathered to dedicate the sign
Cody had done, including Mark Schultz and his Dad (Dr. Schultz) and his brother.

Cody Knight, Dr. Schultz and Mark

Many thanks to B ill and especially Cody for their work to preserve this historic part of trail history. To
see the sign, head out from the Dowdell’s Knob Trailhead kiosk down toward the main PMT.

The following are notes from Mark’s original plans for the trail in early 1973.

Old Scout sign and new one put up on 4/29 2018

